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January 2009  

Happy New Year!  

 Aloha! On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the 
staff of the Hawaii Army Museum Society (HAMS) - a 
wish for a very Happy & Healthy New Year to you and 
your family!  
 
 There has been a great deal of activity in HAMS 
and in your Hawaii Army Museum.  First, an apology, as 
you may have noticed that you did not receive a fall issue 
of your newsletter.  We hope that this Januaryôs double 
issue will satisfy your quest for news of your Societyôs  
activities.  
 
 While we are very excited about the year ahead, our 
Board deeply feels the loss last year of two of our longtime 
Trustees , William F. "Bill" Bigelow (our former newsletter 
editor) and Dr. Rhoda E. A. Hackler . 
 
 On November 20, 2008, Judith (Judi) A. Bramlett, 
beloved wife of the President of our Board of Trustees, 
GEN (Ret) David A. Bramlett, lost her battle with cancer.  
Those of us who knew Judi as a friend or from her vast 
variety of volunteer activities throughout her time as a 
proud ñArmyò wife, supporter of HAMS, and as an active and vibrant community  leader, will always 
treasure the far too short time we had with her.  Our condolences go to GEN Bramlett, their son 
Robert and his wife Susan, and granddaughter, Cassidy. 
 
 This issue introduces three new ñcolumnistsò.  Bobbee Mills Diaz is a historian, former  
Executive Director of HAMS, and a long serving HAMS Trustee.  Her column is titled the ñHawaiian 
Connectionò and she will be a regular contributor. Bobbeeôs first article focuses on the Museumôs  
Hawaiian Gallery and will give you a deeper appreciation for early life in our isles.  Our  stalwart  
volunteer, Stanley B. Snodgrass, is a former Senior Chief Hospital Corpsman in the US Navy who 
served in Egypt during the 1949 cholera epidemic.  Stan has found his position at the front desk to be 
quite informative and has take the time to share some of his  
discoveries with us. 
 
 The third new contributor  is Judi Bowman, Curator and now also the Acting Director of the 
U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii.  Judi has been with the museum for 20 years and your HAMS Board 
is very excited about supporting her and Dorian Travers (Museum Specialist) in their efforts to  
continue to  ensure that your museum remains a first class Army museum.  Judi has worked with the 
volunteers for many years and contributed an article on Make a Difference Day activities. 
 
 Mahalo! for your continuing support and interest in the U. S. Army Museum of Hawaii and 
the Hawaii Army Museum Society (HAMS).  We look forward to saying Aloha! To you, your family, 
and friends when you visit to the museum, our store, and the HAMS office in 2009.   

          Victoria (Vicki) W. Olson 
          Executive Director, HAMS  

MG (Ret) Herbert E. Wolff,  
HAMSô President Emeritus,  

presents the 2008 Ihe Award to  
COL (Ret) David M. Peters 
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Students Make A Difference at the Army Museum  
 

By Judi Bowman, Curator, U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii  
 

 It didnôt look like the Army Museum was going to find volunteers for National Make A        
Difference Day this year and the front of the U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii desperately needed a 
fresh coat of paint. 
 
 Last year soldiers of the 71st Chemical Company volunteered to paint the ocean (makai) side of 
the museum and made a significant improvement to the appearance of the museum .  With many of 
our army units in Hawaii serving overseas, and more preparing for upcoming deployment, the    
prospects for having the museum painted by soldier volunteers looked uncertain.  
 
 Then, from out of the blue, volunteers from the Leo Club, a Damien Memorial School*   
extracurricular  service organization, offered their assistance.  ñWe are open to any task you will give 
us!,ò declared Jordan Ragasa, President of the Damien Leo Club.  Jordan rallied eight other Leos to 
undertake the colossal painting project.  

 
 On Saturday, 25 October 2008, after a 30 minute torrential rain delay, the nine Leos         
commenced making a difference by painting the front of the Museum.   The Damien students worked 
under the attentive supervision of Army Museum Technician Bob Silvia and 544 th Transportation                
Detachment PFC Nick Plummer.  The Hawaii Army Museum Society rewarded all with a lunch of 
pizza and soda. 
  
 Mahalo to the Leo Club volunteers (Jordan Ragasa, Trey Kobatake, Reyn Guiarane, Steve 
Benito, Marcus Finau, Jeremy Carter, Rommel Reymundo, Rey-Marc Paguirgan, and Jerrick Sable 
for making a difference! And as always, a very special Mahalo to the Hawaii Army Museum Society, 
for their continuous financial support for museum improvement projects (even on short notice!).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Damien Memorial School, a private Catholic school for young men grades 7 to 12, was established  
in 1962 and named in memory of Father Damien de Veuster, the venerated Apostle of Molokai. 
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Members of the Leo Club 
from the Damien Memorial School  

making a difference at the  
U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii  


