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 There has been a great deal of activity in HAMS and at your 
Hawaii Army Museum.  Your  last ñdoubleò issue of our newsletter 
arrived in your mailboxes in January.   We developed a new web 
page and the store is online at:  www.hiarmymuseumsoc.org   
We have served lunch & dinner to the volunteers of the Aviation Bri-
gade who replaced the  rotor on the Apache helicopter that is so 
prominently displayed on the roof of the U.S. Army Museum of Ha-
waii.  Seven Hawaii connected  soldiers and DSC recipients were in-
ducted into the Gallery of Heroes with family and friends as proud 
attendees.  With more active duty soldiers demonstrating their 
equipment on the front lawn  of the Museum,  our Living   History 
Day drew record crowds.  And the HAMS 28th Annual Golf Tourna-
ment was held on 27 June 2009.  We  are very  happy with the suc-
cess of these events.     
 
 The origination of the majority of these activities was due to the extraordinary imagination 
and drive of one man, MG Herbert E. Wolff.  Many just called him, THE GENERAL, because he was 
a man who truly led by example and his energy and imagination knew no bounds.   
 
 Our Board and the military and civilian communities deeply mourn the loss of one of HAMS 
founders and its long serving President Emeritus, MG Herbert E. Wolff, U.S. Army, Ret.   Many of 
those who loved and admired him were able to attend one or more of the three services dedicated to 
a celebration of his life.  Two months before his death, and with the General and his son, Rick, in   
attendance, the Museum staff named the rotating gallery in his honor, the MG Herbert E. Wolff, U.S. 
Army, Ret., Rotating Gallery.  Appropriately, the gallery currently displays memories of the Generalôs 
life and his role in the saving of Ft. DeRussy and the founding of the U. S. Army Museum of Hawaii. 
  
 Our  ñcolumnistsò Bobbee Mills Diaz and Stanley B. Snodgrass have again contributed articles 
for this issue of your newsletter. 
 
 On April 1, 2009 the U. S. Army Museum of the Pacific came under the Directorate of Plans, 
Training, Mobilization and Security.   Welcome to its director, Mr. Len Housley, and DPTMS onsite 
representative, LTC Mike Ferrill.  
 
 While this Spring issue has slipped into the summertime, it will be quickly followed by a   
Summer issue with in depth news of the 2009 Gallery of Heroes ceremony, Living History Day, and 
the 28th Annual HAMS Golf Tournament.  There will also be an announcement of a new benefit for 
HAMS members. 
 
 Mahalo! for your continuing support and interest in the U. S. Army Museum of Hawaii and 
the Hawaii Army Museum Society (HAMS).  We look forward to saying Aloha! to you, your family, 
and friends when you visit to the museum, our store, and the HAMS office in 2009.   
 

          Victoria (Vicki) W. Olson 
          Executive Director, HAMS  
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U.S. Army, Ret. 

May 24, 1925ðApril 17, 2009 



     

 

 

Major General Herbert E. Wolff, U.S. Army, Ret. 
      

 Major General Herbert E. Wolff, U.S. Army (Retired), died Friday, April 17, 2009.  He was 83.  Born  

in Cologne, Germany in 1925, he immigrated to the United States in 1939.  He spent his teenage years in New 

York until he was called to serve in the Army for World War II.   

 

 As a Private First Class, he distinguished himself by gallantry in action as an Infantryman in New 

Guinea and the Philippines, earning a Silver Star and a Battlefield Commission by which he became a Second 

Lieutenant at the early age of 19. He served with the famed Alamo Scouts and was part of the daring raid      

behind Japanese lines to liberate the Cabanatuan Prisoner of War Camp, a story celebrated in book and film.  

He rose rapidly through the ranks with positions of increasing responsibility and again distinguished himself   

by gallantry as an Infantryman in the Korean War.  He was the last American officer off the beach at the 

evacuation of Hungnam on Christmas Eve 1950.  As a result of his demonstrated leadership and bravery under 

fire, he was selected to command a rifle battalion in combat, despite being junior in rank.  

 

 He was a full Colonel in command of a Brigade at the age of 36 and a Brigadier General at the age of 

42.  He served two combat tours in Viet Nam, followed by his first assignment in Hawaii when he commanded 

the Army Security Agency, Pacific, at Helemano from 1970 to 1972.  After two assignments away from Hawaii 

at the National Security Agency and in Germany, he was welcomed back in 1977 when he took command of 

the U.S. Army Pacific, then known as U.S. Army Support Command Hawaii and later reorganized into the U.S. 

Army Western Command.  After 38 years of service, he retired from the Army in 1981 and happily made     

Hawaii his permanent home.   

 

 He became Senior Vice President and Corporate Secretary of First Hawaiian Bank, a position he held 

until 2000.  He was Honorary Consul of Malaysia and active in the Consular Corps of Hawaii. He loved       

Hawaii,  and for more than 25 years he proved untiring in his generosity and personal commitment to          

community service.  He led the way in saving historic Battery Randolph at Fort DeRussy for use as an Army 

Museum and in establishing a community organization to help support it. Indeed, for many years he served as 

President of the Hawaii Army Museum Society and was indispensable to the Societyôs success and the         

Museumôs esteemed stature. He was active and engaged in many charitable organizations including, among 

others, the Boy Scouts Aloha Council, the Girl Scout Council of Hawaii, the USO, the Armed Services YMCA, 

the    March of Dimes, the Pacific and Asian Affairs Council, and the Honolulu Rotary Club.  He loved to 

travel, and his command of multiple languages made him comfortable in many different countries,                

enthusiastically sharing his knowledge with all who accompanied him.  He was a longtime member of Waialae 

Country Club and he loved golf, primarily for the friends with whom he shared a cart or a tee box, though also 

for the challenge and the score.  He always knew the score.   

 

Herb Wolff loved life and those around him.  He was preceded in death by his beloved wife Billy and daughter 

Karen.  He is survived by his sons Rick and Allen, and eight grandchildren: Karenôs children Andrea and 

David; Rickôs children Chris, Eric, and Sarah; Allenôs children Kelly, Kevin, and Patrick; and by our beloved 

Harriet Aoki.  The family requests that donations be made to the Hawaii Army Museum Society at PO Box 

8064, Honolulu, Hawaii 96830.   

 

Burial was at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific (Punchbowl) with full military honors.  
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GEN Wolff at the dedication of the 

MG Herbert E. Wolff  

Rotating Gallery 

2 March 2009 

Vicki Olson, Dorian Travers, Gen Wolff,  

Maude Williams, & Judi Bowman 

As a commander in the  

1st Infantry Division Helping a wounded soldier 

Directing Combat  

Operations  

These three photographs 

are part of the  

exhibit dedicated to 

GEN Wolff. 


