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Museum newS  

YOU CAN USE 

 

  CHRISTINA KEMMER TO   RECEIVE            

  SOCIETYõS COVETEDôIHEõ AWARD   
The 10th annual presentation of the Hawaiôi Army Museum Societyôs 

prestigious ñIHEò Award will be made Tuesday, December 11th, at a 7 am 
breakfast ceremony in the Coral Ballroom of the Hilton Hawaiian Village Ho-

tel in Waikiki. This yearôs recipient will be the Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the 
Army for Hawaiôi, Ms. Christina Kemmer.  In addition to that honorary job, Ms. Kem-

mer is also Executive Vice President of the major Honolulu Public Relations firm 
Communications Pacific, a position she has held since 2003.  

In making the announcement of the IHE AWARD honoree, 
Hawaiôi Army Museum Society President David A. Bramlett said:  

ñMs. Kemmer has distinguished herself in many ways in her in-

defatigable efforts with both the civilian and military communi-
ties. As the CASA for Hawaiôi, she serves in a voluntary capacity 

without pay  and has not only worked to support the Army and 
its families in this time of war, but also has worked  to help  the 

civilian and military communities  better understand, sup-
port,  and appreciate each other as friends and neighbors. She 

has made a difference.ò 
      Upon joining Communications Pacific in 1997, Christina immediately began creat-

ing a new practice called Community Building, designed to assist clients whose pro-

jects lie at the point, often at the grassroots, where government, community, culture 
and business need to come together. The group she nurtured, has compiled an envi-

able record of building win -win civic, cultural, environmental and economic outcomes 
on the ground common for groups that often have remarkably differing missions.  

Before her current job, she headed the Office of Waikiki Development. Earlier, she 
was president of the Waikiki Improvement Association, where she implemented 

planning and improvement projects for Waikiki with city, state and federal agencies, 
residents, businesses, hotels, labor unions, professional and community groups.  

 Christina is the recipient of many community awards, including the 2004 Citi-
zen of the Year Award presented by the Federal Executive Board of Honolulu. In 

2003 she was honored with the Natural Collaborative Leader Award, presented by 
the Mediation Center of the Pacific, Inc.  She is currently in her fourth term as civil-

ian aide to the Secretary of the Army representing the State of Hawaiói.    
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Name of Organization (if applicable) or Individual:  
 

___________________________________________________________________  

Contact Person (Very Important):  
 

 __________________________________________________________________  
Mailing Address:   
 

___________________________________________________________________  

City: 
________________________State:_____    Zip:___________   Tel:_____________  

 
Fax:___________________    E -Mail: ____________________________________  

 To ensure seating, please list attendees in spaces below:  
 
_________________________________________; __________________________________________; 

 

_________________________________________: __________________________________________; 

 

_________________________________________; __________________________________________; 

 

_________________________________________;  _________________________________________; 

 

_________________________________________; _________________________________________ . 



 
    

    PAGE 3                                                                     FALL 2007 ISSUE  

 
    

ROTARIANS EXPERIENCE MUSEUM FROM INSIDE OUT  

MEET YOUR ARMY MUSEUM SOCIETY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
  

 Any charitable organization is only as good as its Board of Directors or Trustees, and those 
few members who are dedicated to spending the extra time that it requires to make the group a big 
success.   And, as we all know, when youôre a volunteer, the salary is always the same...love of the 
job!   At HAMS, we have a group of highly motivated citizens, many of them former military but not 
all Army, who have and continue to give tirelessly of their time, experience, professionalism and 
dedication to making our museum the best of its kind, anywhere. 
 The Army Museum at Fort DeRussy is now in its 30th year of providing outstanding military 
exhibits and displays to people from all over the 
world.  It started with an idea from then Major Gen-
eral Herb Wolff, who was still on active duty.  It be-
came known that what was ca l led  Ba t te ry 
Randolph at Fort DeRussy had a wrecking ball in its 
future.  Herb and several other former military men, 
civil leaders and caring Hawaii residents came to 
the rescue and were able to save the facility, turn it 
into what is now the Ha- waii Army Museum, and 
make major changes and improvements over the 
years.  Today the museum is recognized worldwide as 
one of the finest facilities of its kind.  With the direction 
and leadership of our trus- tees, and this hard-working 
Executive Committee, the museum is doing more than 
ever before. We now have Roberts Tour buses and the 
fun Waikiki Trolley making stops at our facility, and fully 
believe more good things are sure to be in our future. 

EXEC Comm members from left to 
right, seated: Mildred Courtney; Phil 
Whitney; President Emeritus Herb 

Wolff; Exec. Director Vicki Olson; back 
row:  John Nielsen; Ron Choo, Frances 

Mossman; Ed Keyes, and President 
David Bramlett.  Editor is not in photo! 

           In late September a group of business leaders from the Rotary 
Club of Honolulu spent about an hour learning everything they could 
about the vocation of museum management as part of what they 
called óPaul Harris Classification Day.ò  That refers to the  founder of 
Rotary International, Paul Harris, who in 1905 set up the group to have 
no more than two members from any single vocation in any club.  That 
was designed to prevent clubs from having a top heavy membership of 
lawyers or retailers, etc.   
 Most of the visitors had been to the museum before, although 
many did not know that Dorian does special tours for school (grades 3 
and above) tours, senior citizen groups, and military and veterans or-
ganizations, as long as the group contains ten or more people. One of 

the Rotarians, Delorese Gregoire, Executive Director of Winners Camp, 
seized the moment to sign up her group for next summer!  After a half-
hour tour of the museum, let by the museumôs Chief Historian Dorian 
Travers, the group visited the Gallery of Heroes on the second floor and 
then went out to the batteryôs roof deck for a lunch of sandwiches, chips 
and cold drinks, all organized by Museum Store Manager Sheldon Tyau.  
The Rotary tour was set up by HAMS First Vice President Phil Whitney. 

Dorian ñThe Museum Historianò 
Travers gives the Rotarians a 
special tour of the exhibits and 

answered their many questions. 
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MEET ERIC YONAMINE:  MUSEUM STORE SUPER SALESMAN...  
                       

  By Bill Bigelow  

 

     If you havenôt visited your Hawaii Army Museum Store lately, youôre in for a very positive 
awakening when you do.   Not only is it very popular with our visitors from around the world, but also 
itôs annual sales of over $200,000 go to improving the exhibits and displays in the museum itself.  
And as TV hostess Martha Stewart would say:  ñThatôs a good thing!ò 

Nothing would happen in the store, of course, if it werenôt for three key players.  One of them 
you probably will not run into unless itôs one of those days when the store is about to close out a 
month or quarter.  He is HAMS Vice President and Museum Store Chairman John F. Nielsen. (See 
him in the photo of the HAMS Executive Committee on page #3).  Mr. Nielsen spent his entire adult 
career with the international retailer Sears Roebuck & Co., finishing up his last 20+ years as General 
Manager of their huge Ala Moana store complex. John brings a wealth of experience to the retail 
business and has been a major reason our shop does so well. 

The second man you most likely will see at the store, even though he may be 
in the back, ordering new inventory or working on budget projections, is the storeôs 
Manager Sheldon Tyau, shown at the right. 

 But, óThe Third Manô at the store is apt to be seen at any 
hour the place is open.  He is Sales Associate Eric M. Yonamine, 
smiling in the photo at the left, and heôs been with the Museum Store for over ten 
years.  Eric can tell you everything you want to know about the store, but he is a 
story himself, as I found out one day this past month.   
 Hereôs a Honolulu native who graduated from McKinley High School, 
Class of 1972, and after a few months at Honolulu Community College he de-
cided on a military career.   He joined the Navy in 1974 and retired as a Second 
Class Petty Officer (E-5) in 1995.  His entire career was spent as an Aviation 
Structural Mechanic.  He says: ñI worked on anything on an aircraft that moves, 
except the engines.ò 
 Beginning with basic training at Millington, TN, he then moved on to ad-
vanced training at Moffat Field, CA; Little Creek and Norfolk, VA; and then to his 
first aircraft carrier the USS RANGER (CVA-63).   Life on Navy flat-tops became 

a way of life for Eric, and over the next several years he called home the USS CARL VINSON (CVN-
70); the USS MIDWAY (CV-41); and the USS INDEPENDENCE (CVN-72).   The Navy didnôt keep 
him at sea forever.  He says two of the best years he had were at Atsugi Naval Air Station in Japan.   

During those years he became interested in World War II history, especially relating to Japa-
nese who were involved in the Pearl Harbor Attack, and the campaign in the Philippines led by Gen-
eral Douglas MacArthur.  It was MacArthur who actually wrote the Japanese constitution after the 
war, and he is still very revered by the average Japanese citizen.  Eric says:  ñMany of the people in 
Japan fully believe that if the U.S. hadnôt won the war, Japan would 
still be a feudal society.ò  He adds: ñWe get many Japanese into 
this museum and to our store, and they all are very respectful of 
what we have here.  Many of them visit Pearl Harbor to see where 
their fathers or grandfathers actually brought the war to Hawaii. 

He has been to the Philippines on two occasions in the past 
few years, and visited the sight on Corregidor where the 5-star 
Army general had to retreat from a large group of fast-advancing 
Japanese troops.  Outside a place called Malinta Tunnel, shown at 
the right, the general told his men, and the world:  ñI shall return.ò 


